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What are the key elements of the City of Brampton’s 2011 budget? 
 
The City’s 2011 current operational budget is $429.5 million and its capital budget is 
$215.7 million. In developing this budget, a number of basic principles were established, 
including: 
 

� Maintaining priority service levels 
� Ensuring continued value for money in the provision of all City services 
� Targeting limited capital funds to support managed development 
� Phased service expansion for transit and implementing a modest transit fare 

increase  
� Leveraging Federal Gas Tax revenues 
� Addressing the infrastructure deficit 
� Setting the foundation for a sustainable capital funding strategy 

 
The 2011 capital budget has been constrained to mitigate taxpayer impact. This means 
the City will continue to do more with less and defer spending to later years where 
possible.   
 
The City of Brampton has already begun preparations for the 2012 Budget, which will 
align with the development of a new Strategic Plan for the City. Citizen feedback will be 
a component of the strategic planning process. 
 
How will this budget insulate taxpayers considering the continuing economic 
uncertainty? 
 
The City has curtailed spending where possible and deferred implementing new 
programs, including:  
 

� Limiting staff salary increases to cost of living 
� Hiring essential staff only to meet new service demands (e.g. phased expansion 

of transit) 
� Absorbing the cost of inflation and HST on goods and services 
� Reducing administrative expenditures (e.g. only essential travel and training) 
� Deferring capital maintenance 

 



 

 

What will the 2011 budget address?  
 
Through this budget, the City will maintain 3,180 lane kilometers of roads, 4,977 acres of 
parkland (including sports fields, playgrounds, boulevards and buffers, pathways and 
trails, flowers and shrub beds), 73 corporate buildings, 67 recreation and community 
facilities (including arenas, pools, theatres), and 12 fire stations. 
 
What additional priorities does this budget support? 
 
In addition to maintaining existing service levels, additional funds have been allocated in 
the 2011 Budget to address public priorities such as enhancing transit services, 
providing recreational opportunities and ensuring community safety. To that end, the 
following service improvements were identified: 

 
� Expanding Züm service along Main Street 
� Constructing and establishing the Mount Pleasant library and facilities 
� Maintaining and repairing corporate and recreation facilities, roads, and new 

parks development 
� Providing for an Integrity Commissioner as part of the City’s commitment to Open, 

Transparent and Accountable Government 
� Implementing the Creative Economy plan, focused on the heritage, arts, culture 

and entertainment (HACE) sector 
� Pursuing international business development opportunities 
� Reducing Seniors transit fare (Ride for a ‘Loonie’) 
� Pledging funds to Peel Memorial Hospital redevelopment 
� Putting in place a 1% levy dedicated to replacing aging infrastructure 

 
What impact will this budget have on a homeowner?  
 
There are three components (Region, City and Education) to the overall property tax bill, 
of which the City of Brampton’s portion is 40%. For 2011, the City requires a tax 
increase of 4.1% which translates into a 1.6% increase on the total tax bill. This works 
out to an approximate $61 tax increase on the City portion of an average residential 
assessment of $320,000.  
 
Based on the Region of Peel’s 2.5% tax increase and assuming no change in the 
Education tax, the overall property tax bill for a Brampton resident would increase by 
2.6%.  
 
In the current environment, 4.1% provides for a 3.1% budgetary increase for the 
continued maintenance of existing service levels and the cost of operating previously 
approved capital facilities and programs, along with a 1% levy dedicated to addressing 
the City’s projected infrastructure deficit of $357 million.  
 
Was there any public input in the preparation of this budget? 
 
During the election, Councillors heard from their constituents on what the City’s priorities 
should be for 2011. Residents also had the opportunity to provide feedback on the City’s 
proposed 2011 Budget during budget deliberations from February 14 to 16 as well as at 
a Public Information Session on Tuesday, February 22, prior to City Council’s final 
approval. 


